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Dear Mr Porter 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Justice Committee convener to request an update on 
implementation of the National Prisoner Healthcare Network report, Brain Injury and 
Offending, authored under the chairmanship of Professor Tom McMillan. 
 
As you will be aware, the Convener wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice on 
this matter on 19 September 2016, receiving a reply from him on 25 October 2016. 
This letter seeks an update on the matters discussed in that exchange of 
correspondence as follows (references below to numbered recommendations are to 
recommendations in the report): 
 
Recommendation 2: pilot an additional question on head injury in two or more 
(police) custody centres in two NHS board areas. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary’s 25 October reply advised that “a study is planned to take 
place in two police custody centres at the end of 2016 in collaboration with Police 
Scotland, the NHS forensic services that support them and a member of Professor 
McMillan’s staff.” 
 
Recommendation 4: a single question about brain injury added to the NHS (Vision) 
interview tool. 
 
In his reply, the Cabinet Secretary indicated that “the Scottish Government 
welcomes this suggestion, and I believe that Professor McMillan and his team at the 
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NPHN are currently in discussions with NHS National Services Scotland to examine 
options for this to be taken forward.” 
 
Recommendation 12: the setting up of a 6-8 bed low secure brain injury 
rehabilitation unit in Scotland, ideally as an adjunct to an existing neuro-
rehabilitation facility. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary indicated that this was a matter for NHS Board Chief 
Executives to consider, suggesting that “this may be something that the NPHN 
would wish to raise directly through their governance and reporting arrangements”.  
 
In her 19 September letter, the Convener also raised two issues that were not direct 
recommendations in the report, but which arose from the Committee’s consideration 
of the report.  
 
Single point of contact: the Committee sought a view on the benefit of introducing a 
single point of contact, able to coordinate criminal justice and health services and 
ensure that no individual identified as having a brain injury “falls through the gaps”. 
 
In his reply, the Cabinet Secretary said that this would need to be agreed at a local 
level between Scottish Prison Service facilities and NHS Boards responsible for 
providing healthcare for prisoners in their area.  
 
Women prisoners: the Committee noted the finding on page 12 of the report that 
“the risk [of having a head injury] in women prisoners is much higher than expected 
and deserves specific investigation” and sought views on this.  
 
The Cabinet Secretary replied that “the NPHN may wish to consider this further in 
terms of what might be involved” and that the NPHN “might wish to take views from 
Professor McMillan and his colleagues in the first instance”. 
 
In relation to both matters, I would be grateful for any information or views the 
NPHN may have, further to the Cabinet Secretary’s reply.  
 
Any further general information in relation to progress in implementing the report 
would also be welcome. 
 
It would be very helpful to have a response by no later than Tuesday 13 June if 
possible. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Peter McGrath 
Clerk to the Committee 
 


